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Synopsis

If a machine could predict how you would die, would you want to know? This is the tantalizing
premise of This Is How You Die, the brilliant follow-up anthology to the self-published best seller,
Machine of Death. The machines started popping up around the world. The offer was tempting: With
a simple blood test, anyone could know how they would die. But the machines didn’t give dates or
specific circumstances - just a single word or phrase. DROWNED, CANCER, OLD AGE, CHOKED
ON A HANDFUL OF POPCORN. And though the predictions were always accurate, they were also
often frustratingly vague. OLD AGE, it turned out, could mean either dying of natural causes, or
being shot by an elderly, bedridden man in a botched home invasion. The machines held on to that
old-world sense of irony in death: You can know how it’s going to happen, but you'll still be surprised
when it does. This addictive anthology - sinister, witty, existential, and fascinating - collects the best
of the thousands of story submissions the editors received in the wake of the success of the first

volume, and exceeds the first in every way.
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Customer Reviews

In 2010, there was quite a lot of buzz around a new anthology entitled Machine of Death which
collected stories exploring a single premise; a machine that could predict, without fail, the manner in
which you would die. All it needed was a sample of your blood and a tiny slip of paper would have
your ultimate fate written on it. | myself never read it but definitely had it on the ever growing TBR

pile. Then this year, the editors unleashed upon the world a sequel, This Is How You Die: Stories of



the Inscrutable, Infallible, Inescapable Machine of Death. Word of mouth was that this volume was
even bigger, better and not to be missed. So | gave in to the siren song, threw caution to the wind
and picked up This Is How You Die.The collection opens with the heartbreakingly brilliant Old Age,
Surrounded by Loved Ones by 'Nathan Burgoine. Burgoine is now on my list of go-to writers that |
know will deliver a great story; | have yet to be disappointed. Also, the story wasn’'t what | expected
at all; Burgoine has written an emotional story about sisters that will require tissues after reading it. If
you’re not teary eyed after this, then you have no heart to break.Other favorites:Execution by
Beheading by Chandler Kaiden is a thriller that features three children who, upon hearing a rumor
about someone who is different, go to extremes to collect a rare "Cause Of Death" card from their
machine...Apitoxin is a very clever spin on the book’s premise by John Takis, who places his tale
right in the hands of none other than Sherlock Holmes. Apitoxin is both a wonderful tribute to the
famous detective and a well written mystery that was great fun to read.Monsters from the Deep,

editor David Malki !
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